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Call to Order 
 

President Ron Markert called the 79th Annual Meeting of the Alberta Branch of the 
Canadian Seed Growers’ Association (1993) to order at 9:00 a.m. on January 22, 
2008 at the Westin Hotel, Edmonton, Alberta. 
 

Approval of Agenda 
 

MOTION: Mark Kaun / Larry Kitz that the Agenda be approved as presented. 
        Carried. 

  
 

President’s Address 
Complete presentation available at www.seed.ab.ca 

 Grain Prices – What a year!  Don’t undervalue your seed! 
 Secan website has a breakdown of pricing/costs of producing certified seed.  

Labor has increased 40%, electricity 50%, diesel fuel has doubled  - if you think 
the current seed prices are high, calculate your cost of production. 

 Introduced Board of Directors. 
 Thank you to Robynne Anderson for seed.ab.ca/Alberta Seed Guide magazine 

and Lynette Lefsrud for seed.ab.ca website. 
 Regional Variety Trial update.  Provincial government has offered “in kind” support 

meaning technical expertise only, not the actual sites/plots/trials.  All that is 
required is the $100,000 funding for the RVT coordinator position. 

 FarmTech – intent is to include more issues on seed production and seed 
industry.  Plan is to apply for host group status for FarmTech 2009. 

 
 

MOTION: Ron Markert /Mark Kaun that the President’s Report be adopted as 
presented.         Carried. 

  
 

Greetings from Minister of Agriculture & Food 
Honorable George Groeneveld 
 Pleased to be here, Congratulations on 79 Years!  Canada has a reputation of 

providing quality agricultural products due to strict performance standards and 
crop improvement programs focusing on new varieties and innovation.  Rapid 
progress is essential for competitiveness.    Increased input costs have put a 
strain on the agriculture industry. 

 Committed 165 million to the Alberta Farm Recovery Plan (announced November) 
to help bridge producers to long term sustainable solutions.  These solutions most 
come from producers.  

 Biofuels is a sustainable future, providing new business opportunities. 
 Growing Forward – new Agriculture Policy Framework, needs to be responsive 

and effective.  CAIS has been helpful but far from perfect.  Other provinces are 
looking for guidance from AFSC, Ontario is still working on 2005 claims. 

 Removal of KVD – continue to advocate changes to improve feed variety options.   
The Alberta Grain Commission continues to stress its importance. 

http://www.seed.ab.ca/


 

3  Alberta Branch 79
th
 Annual Meeting 

 

 Continue to advocate marketing choice, Saskatchewan is now on board.  
Freedom of choice. 

 Recent Asian mission – trade partners, promoting quality. 
 Recent Washington trip – Agriculture industry promotion, similar issues of different 

magnitude.    US Farm Bill – US criticizes EU subsidies but in actuality, subsidies 
under the US Farm Bill are higher than they used to be.  Continue to develop 
relationships; future viability of the industry is key. 

 
Greetings from Association of Alberta Co-op Seed Cleaning Plants Ltd. 
Steven Miller 
 It is always a pleasure to bring greetings from AACSCP. 
 Both AACSCP and Alberta Branch, CSGA make up the Seed Industry 

Partnership, Alberta Agriculture has removed itself from SIP.  Lack of funding is 
noticeable, but the freedom to express opinions on issues is welcome! 

 Faced with the challenges of selecting a General Manager.   
 SIP represents 23,000 grain producers – single largest group of primary 

producers. 
 Continue to have representation on fusarium action committee.  
 Continue to stress the importance of Regional Variety Trials to all levels of 

provincial government. 
 ACES concept addressing the need for more R&D for the specific needs of 

Western Canadian producers. 
 

Adoption of 2007 Annual Report 
 
MOTION: Larry Kitz/Norm Lyster that the 2007 Annual Report be accepted as 

circulated.       Carried 
  
 
Appointment of Nominations Committee:  Shaun Haney 
President Ron Markert appointed Shaun Haney as Chairman of the Nominations 
Committee.  Chairman Shaun appointed Mark Kaun and Don Sendziak as committee 
members. 
 
MOTION: Ryan Mercer / John Crooymans that the Nominations committee be 

accepted.       Carried 
 
Appointment of Resolutions Committee 
President Ron Markert appointed Richard Stamp as Chairman of the Resolutions 
Committee.  Chairman Richard appointed Peter Hoff as committee member. 
 
MOTION: Richard Mueller / Harold King that the Resolutions Committee be 

accepted.       Carried. 
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Provincial E & P Report: Shaun Haney 
 Seed Protectant Tutorials – February 4 & 5, 24 & 25 
 Booth space at FarmTech – looking for volunteers to assist in working at the 

booth. 
 Remember to submit seed samples into North American Seed Show (Lethbridge), 

Olds College Seed Show, Northlands (Edmonton) and Peace Country Classic 
(Grande Prairie) 

 Copies of the 2008 winter edition of seed.ab.ca magazine are available at 
registration desk. 

 Committed research dollars into clubroot. 
 
MOTION: Shaun Haney / Larry Kitz that the Provincial E & P Report be 

accepted as presented.     Carried. 
  
 

Ontario Update:  Dan Brown 
 Participated in Strategic Planning Session in March.  80% of memberships are 

contracting through seed processors/larger companies.  How do we involve this 
people?   

 Hosted summer field day late June.  A mock Select Seed plot of winter wheat and 
a demo on cleaning out combines for IP crops were just a few items of discussion.  
Over 100 participants, 1/3 Certified Crop Advisors, 5 combine manufacturers, 
suppliers.  Creating alliances and relationships was a key message throughout 
the day. 

 Equipment Cleanout Challenge – thanks to all for their support, especially to 
Secan and Issues Ink. 

 Their yearly meeting with Ontario’s provincial agriculture minister focused on 
property tax assessments – plants are assessed either farm or industry – no 
continuity, varies geographically.  Also addressed certified seed tax credit. 

 Thank you for the invitation to provide the Alberta delegates an Ontario 
perspective! 

 
Manitoba Update:  Craig Riddell 
 2007 crop year saw average yields, regional issues with fusarium and midge, rust 

related failures, excellent soybean crops and variable alfalfa crops. Ample 
supplies of seed except for newer varieties of CWRS. 

 Certified winter wheat seed sold out 
 Local canola seed sales not as brisk. 
 Increase in soybean acres – RR and non GMO food grade (premiums). 
 Current pricing indicates that seed growers should have profitable returns. 
 Lobby provincial government to create club root action plan. 
 Existing variety testing program and funding is stable. 
 Focusing on wheat midge education. 
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Saskatchewan Update:  Brent Bews 
 Varying harvest conditions this past fall. 
 Wheat midge – shift in production acres and regulation issues 
 Farrol Agencies in Yorkton SK offers a Seedsman Errors and Omissions with a 

pooled deductable. 
 Regional Variety trials continue to have funding support from SK government.  A 

longer term funding program looks promising with the new provincial government 
in place. 

 Clubroot is also a growing concern in Saskatchewan. 
 
Clubroot in Canola 
Murray Hartman, Oilseed Specialist, Alberta Agriculture & Food 
Complete presentation available at www.seed.ab.ca  

 Policy for testing clubroot spores on seed crops?!?  Primary method of 
contamination is soil or equipment, no research data currently available.  Risk of 
contamination on seed is low, but not zero. 

 Clubroot management committee includes oil & gas representatives. 
 Oil industry conference in February – clubroot is on the agenda.  Representatives 

are working with the committee on what they can do to prevent or minimize the 
spread of clubroot. 

 Clubroot resting spores are thick walled, not prone to desiccation or UV light.  
Even if left on road surfaces, dormancy will still be 10 years.   

 
CSAAC Update 
Terry McIntee, President  
Complete presentation available at www.seed.ab.ca  

 Extended greetings, appreciates the opportunity to address the Alberta seed 
growers. 

 Membership – 93, up from 84. 
 Partnered with CFIA – join analyst recruitment and training 
 2007 CSAAC AGM – hands on session – germ, purity, separations, changes to 

seed testing procedures, standardization of fusarium graminearum, established 
Seed Health working group technical committee. 

 Surveyed seed health testing – 40 species of pathogens are being tested. 
 
Alberta Carbon Market Kicks into Gear 
Tom Goddard, Member of Policy Secretariat, Alberta Agriculture & Food  
Complete presentation available at www.seed.ab.ca  

 
The Future Is Upon Us! 
John Cowan, Hyland Seeds – Thompsons Ltd.  
Complete presentation available at www.seed.ab.ca  

 12 locations across Ontario, 85 employees 
 1975 – Hyland Seeds officially formed 
 1997 – 4 collaborators in research; after 1997 – partners with 18. 
 Biotech Greenhouse 

http://www.seed.ab.ca/
http://www.seed.ab.ca/
http://www.seed.ab.ca/
http://www.seed.ab.ca/
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 Today, research includes 5 breeders at 3 locations focusing on corn, soybeans, 
winter wheat, barley, white beans. 

 Work with independent seed plants 
 2600 acres seed corn (maximum capacity) 
 Mid 1980s – Hyland Seeds was Secan’s largest member in Eastern Canada, but 

now focus on their Hyland Seed brand – coast to coast, northern tier US and 
Eastern Europe. 

 Identity preserved production opportunities. 
 1997 – “value added circle” – farmer/producer, Grain – Thompson, Food 

Processor, Hyland Seeds 
 In 2003 – added to the above “value added circle” - $/listen; value must be shared 

throughout! 
 Future – designer varieties – soybeans (Increased oil, decrease protein for 

plastics, resin, cars) opposite of feed varieties 
 Hyland Seeds will not enter varieties into Western Canadian trials – do not see a 

return on their investment! 
 Several facilities have closed their doors in Western Canada – due in part to our 

closed marketing system.  
 Certified Tax Credit – how close are we?  Must be reinvested back into research. 

 
Election of Directors 

 

National Directors 
 
Shaun Haney, Nominations Committee Chairman presented the following names for 
national directors: 
 
1. Larry Kitz 
2. Norm Lyster 
 
After three calls there were no further nominations from the floor. 
 

MOTION: Mark Kaun / Ryan Mercer that nominations cease.  Carried 
  
 
Larry Kitz and Norman Lyster were appointed as National Directors. 
 
Provincial Directors 
 
Shaun Haney, Nominations Committee Chairman presented the following names for 
provincial directors: 
 
1. Brent Andersen 
2. Curtis Bouw 
3. Andrew Kittle 
4. Chelsea Tomlinson 
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After three calls there were no further nominations from the floor. 
 
 

MOTION: Cliff Cyre/Richard Stamp that nominations cease.  Carried 
 
Each of the four candidates then gave a brief introduction. 
 
Chairman Shaun called for a secret ballot vote to select three candidates.  The 
successful candidates were Brent Andersen, Andrew Kittle and Chelsea Tomlinson. 
 

MOTION: Mark Kaun/Ryan Mercer that the ballots be destroyed. Carried 
  
 

President Ron adjourned the meeting at 4:00 p.m. 
 
The remainder of the afternoon was used as a “Bear Pit” session to address issues of 
concern. 
 

January 23, 2008 
 
President Ron reconvened the meeting at 9:05 a.m. 
 
President Ron then introduced Richard Stamp as the new Vice President of the 
Association.  Richard then chaired the morning session.   
 
2007 Auditor’s Report 
 
MOTION: Harold King / Don Sendziak that the Auditor’s Report be accepted 

as presented.      Carried. 
 

Appointment of Auditor 
 
MOTION: Larry Kitz / Jim Galloway that the Alberta Branch employs the 

services of Daryl Andre, Professional Corporation as Auditor for the 
2008 year.                            Carried. 

 

2008 Proposed Budget 
 
MOTION: Richard Mueller /Don Hundeby that the 2008 proposed budget be 

accepted.         Carried. 
 

Disposition of Resolutions 
 
The correspondence received regarding the 2007 Resolutions was reported back to 
the Annual Meeting. 
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National CSGA Report 
Ed Lefsrud 
Complete presentation available at www.seed.ab.ca  

 Ed welcomed the new provincial directors – Brent Andersen and Chelsea 
Tomlinson - Chelsea being only the 3rd female in history!  Thanked those retiring – 
Wayne Longson & Shaun Haney. 

 2008 National CSGA convention – Quebec City – joint meeting with AOSCA 
 National Initiative – developing university level education courses for seed 

production, plant breeding & research 
 Education and stewardship is key for new midge resistant wheat varieties 
 Circular 6 available on CD to help decrease costs. 
 

 
Get the Latest Tech Trends – RUUP4IT? 
Lynette Lefsrud, Lefsrud Communications 
Complete presentation available at www.seed.ab.ca  

 Any updates on seed for sale by pedigreed seed growers can be sent directly to 
Lynette for posting. 

 Consider posting data on inoculant comparison or seed treatment comparison – 
which ones work better? 

 
Seed.ab.ca magazine – discussions, feedback 
Robynne Anderson, Issues Ink 
 Please reinforce the need of funding regional variety trials with Alberta 

government 
 Seed Grower directory of a particular crop type, to immediately follow variety data 

of that crop type. 
 Tabs to easily locate sections – costly (extra $12,000 to $15,000), may see 

increased cost in postage, would need extra advertising sales to recoup cost 
 Listing carryover seed in seed.ab.ca magazine?  Is this compliant with National 

CSGA? 
 Prefer to see winter edition in producers mail boxes December; however, unable 

to receive variety data till December 24th, delayed with Christmas 
 Listing of acres of F/R/C produced by seed grower in directory (privacy act?) 
 Low/medium/high rankings – poor understanding, usefulness is questioned. 
 Seed for sale is updated between fall & winter editions – updated provided by 

National CSGA. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.seed.ab.ca/
http://www.seed.ab.ca/
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Resolutions 
 
Resolution 1 

WHEREAS: the promotion of increased pedigreed seed use will enhance the 
quality and value of Canadian Agricultural Crops grown and, 

WHEREAS:  increased pedigreed seed use will generate more funds for research 
and development 

THEREFORE that Revenue Canada allow a federal tax credit of 155% for pedigreed  
BE IT RESOLVED: seed purchased for planting in Canada be sent to National CSGA,     

Federal Minister of Agriculture, CSTA 
 

MOVED BY:  Bob Wood 
SECONDED BY: Ken Anderson 
 
CARRIED. 
 
 
 

Resolution 2 

WHEREAS: Clubroot disease has been found to be a major concern in canola in 
Alberta, and 

WHEREAS: The disease spores are easily transported by soil. 
WHEREAS: There are currently no adequate chemical control options or varieties 

with clubroot resistance. 
THEREFORE We bring the urgency of this situation to the awareness of the Alberta  
BE IT RESOLVED: government, other farm groups and those involved in the oil industry 

to establish an action plan. 
 
MOVED:  Ryan Mercer 
SECONDED BY: Joe Bouw 
 
CARRIED 
 

 
Resolution 3 

WHEREAS: Saskatchewan and Manitoba Branches have similar industry issues as 
the Alberta branch 

THEREFORE to coordinate our efforts more closely with the SK and MB Branches as  
BE IT  they are the most similar to our own situation such as increasing joint  
RESOLVED: meetings with the two provinces, increasing communication and 

support letters on varying issues. 
 
MOVED:  Joe Bouw 
SECONDED BY: John Crooymans 
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Resolution 4 

WHEREAS: New members of the AB CSGA feel their issues are not being 
addressed and that by including them there would be more ideas from 
a wider cross section of the Alberta seed growers and have better 
attendance at the meetings 

THEREFORE to have a “new members” issues component of the annual meeting  
BE IT  agenda that would bring greater inclusiveness at meetings  
RESOLVED:  
 
MOVED:  Joe Bouw 
SECONDED BY: Peter Hoff 
 
Carried 
 
Resolution 5 

WHEREAS: the Alberta Branch, CSGA is struggling with Alberta Agriculture and 
Food with respect to co funding ACES and Regional Variety Trials. 

THEREFORE that the Alberta Branch, CSGA investigate other ministries of the 
Alberta 

BE IT  government for support and co funding of these important issues   
RESOLVED:  
 
MOVED:  Andrew Kittle   
SECONDED BY: Bob Mastin 
 
Carried 
 
 

2009 Annual Meeting 
 
The 80th Annual Meeting will be held at the Westin Hotel in Edmonton on January 26 
& 27, 2009. 
 

Other Business 
 
Mark Kaun thanked the Broad for all their efforts over the last year, maybe in 2009 
focus on a “new member” theme. 
 
 
MOTION: Don Boles moved the meeting adjourn. 
 
 
Adjourn 
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Sponsors 

 
The following sponsors graciously supported the 2008 Annual Meeting. 
 

AFSC 
Agritronics Ltd. 
ATB Financial 

BASF 
Bayer CropScience 

BioVision Seed Labs 
Can-Seed Equipment Ltd. 

Canterra Seeds 
Cimbria 

Issues Ink 
Lewis M. Carter Mfg. (Canada) Ltd. 

Pioneer Hi-Bred Ltd. 
Mastin Seeds 

20/20 Seed Labs Inc. 
SeCan Association 

Seed Check Technologies Inc. 
Syngenta 

Viterra 
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Membership Committee 
 
Honorary Life Award – Trevor Nysetvold Edmonton AB 
Trevor was born and raised on a mixed farm south of Lloydminster.  His agriculture 
experience started on their first generation family grain farm with feeder cattle.  In 
addition to farming, his parents owned and drove school buses.   
 
Trevor’s first experience in the seed industry was working summers with Ag Canada 
for 3 years.  Trevor completed his post secondary education at University of 
Saskatchewan where he obtained a degree in Agriculture with a major in Crop 
Science.  Upon completing university he worked for Dow Elanco as a Territory 
Representative in Brandon, Manitoba.  Wanting to get back into the seed industry, he 
moved back to Alberta to take a position with United Grain Growers as Manager, 
Seed Testing Services where his responsibility was to manage the seed testing 
laboratories in Alberta and Manitoba.  Trevor also resumed active duties on the family 
farm upon returning to live and work in Alberta. 
 
After having run UGG’s seed labs for 6 months.  Trevor recognized the opportunity in 
the marketplace and the need for consolidation in the industry.  Trevor met Jean 
Crepin (C.E.O. of Norwest Labs) and they formulated the idea of an arm’s length, 
independent seed and grain testing corporation that had the support of UGG, a major 
player in the seed and grain business and Norwest Labs, a major player in the 
analytical labs.  Soon after, Trevor acquired part of the company from UGG and 
Norwest Labs.  The company is currently owned by Trevor, Bodycote, and Viterra.  
Trevor currently serves as the President and C.E.O. of BioVision.  In addition to 
BioVision, in 2006 Trevor joined a group of innovative producers, and formed River 
Valley Investors Group.  River Valley Investors Group is currently working on a 
development opportunity in the Lloydminster area. 
 
Trevor is married to Sarah (10) years and they have two kids Ryan (7 years old) and 
Sadie (5 years old).  Trevor coaches hockey in the winter and baseball in the 
summer.  They enjoy spending time at their cabin and following the kids around in 
gymnastics, baseball, hockey and golf. 
 
 
Honorary Life Award – Robynne Anderson Winnipeg, AB 
Robynne Anderson is the owner and President of Issues Ink, a Canadian-based 
publishing company. Raised on a family seed farm near Dugald, Manitoba, she 
graduated from Carleton University in Ottawa. Early in her career she served as 
Special Assistant to the Deputy Prime Minister, working on the drafts of various 
pieces of legislation affecting agriculture, including the Plant Breeder’s Rights Act. In 
1991 she used her working knowledge of government, combined with her ag 
background, to create Issues Ink. 
 
Today Issues Ink owns and publishes Germination, Canada’s only magazine 
dedicated to the Canadian seed industry; Seed World, its U.S. counterpart; Spud 
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Smart, the magazine for the Canadian Potato industry; and Flavourful, a magazine 
she created to promote Canadian food for international tables and export. Added to 
this, Robynne and her team publish the Alberta Seed Guide, seed.ab.ca, a service 
they have provided for eight years.  
In April, 2007, the consulting division of Issues Ink was divested and today Robynne 
delivers consulting services through Issues and Insights, the company formed as a 
result. 
 
Robynne has a passion for agriculture and for bringing issues in the various sectors 
of agriculture and agri-food to light and exploring unique strategies to address them, 
an example being the “Sharing the Message” campaign to promote the use of 
certified seed. She has been an invited speaker at numerous conferences and events 
and has made frequent appearances on CBC’s “Country-Wide.” Other involvement in 
the seed industry includes work with CSI, international market access work for seed, 
reduction of EU forage seed subsidies, and facilitating the first joint CSTA/CSGA 
meeting on external relations.  
 
On the personal side, she has directed her energy to such diverse boards as Prairie 
Theatre Exchange, The Rehab Centre for Children, and The Canadian Ag Hall of 
Fame, and completed terms as president of the latter two. Currently she focuses 
some of her volunteer time on creating materials designed to improve the skills in 
agriculture, like growing corn, in Zambia.  
 
 
Outstanding Service Award – Ken and Evelyn Anderson Barrhead, AB 
Ken and Evelyn both knew from an early age that agriculture and rural living was in 
their future.  Ken attended Lakeland College as a Farm Management major.  He 
continued his education at Calgary SAIT completing the Agriculture Mechanics 
Technology program.  Evelyn attended the University of Alberta completing the 
Bachelor of Education program.  Evelyn and Ken were married in 1968 and Ken 
joined Anderson Seed Growers with Clare and Hubert Anderson.  From 1968-1994 
Evelyn taught junior high school, raised a family and worked part time on the farm.  In 
1994 Evelyn resigned from teaching and became a full time member of Anderson 
Seed Growers. 
 
Evelyn and Ken have both held positions on local, regional, and provincial equestrian 
organizations.  They have been 4-H leaders for 20 years and at present are involved 
with Freedom-Naples 4-H Multi Club in the horse project.  Also, they are directors for 
the Barrhead Agricultural Society for which Ken is the building Chariman and Evelyn 
is the Horse Show committee chairman.  As members of the Barrhead United Church 
Ken is on the Board of Trustees and Evelyn has served on the church board.  
Presently Ken is a director of the Barrhead Seed Cleaning Plant and also for 
Gateway Research Organization. 
 
Although the farm had a small cow-calf and back grounding enterprise, seed 
production has always been their focus.  Ken has enjoyed producing and selling seed 
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grain and has strived to provide or locate for his customers their preferred choice of 
varieties.  Since 1983 Ken and Evelyn have had an annual plot tour on their farm that 
enabled them to show their customers varied production techniques and improved 
varieties. 
 
It has been assuring to know that a phone call to a fellow seed grower guarantees 
you quality and price.  Art Gourda and Bill Witbeck have been great resources for 
seed production questions.  Their local seed plant managers have been willing to 
keep in touch with customers regarding preferences for seed and seed supply needs.  
Ken & Evelyn are still looking for new varieties to try and in the future they hope to 
spend more time with their 4 grandchildren.     

 
 
Outstanding Service Award - John & Lisa Huvenaars Hays, AB 
John and Lisa own an irrigation farm in Southern Alberta and operate as Huvenaars 
Seed Farms Ltd.  John spent many years cleaning up after hogs and so while 
enrolled at the University of Saskatchewan in Saskatoon took an option course 
(because there had to be something better than livestock) in “Pedigreed Seed 
Production”.  The course required a pedigreed crop be grown and so at 19 he 
produced his first pedigreed crop with Dufferin flax.  That was 1979 and a pedigreed 
crop has been produced every year since, selecting mostly varieties that are top 
performers under irrigated production.  Hybrid canola seed production has been a 
mainstay from its infancy when they began growing for Brian McNaughton 20 years 
ago.   
 
Having an uncle established in the seed business Tony Crooymans, was also an 
asset, learning from him and having his help in growing and selling those first crops.  
There have been many other influences and very helpful people during the years and 
certainly they wish to mention Jerry Kubik, Leonard Haney and of course Bill Witbeck.  
Allan Alderdice, the manager of the Taber Seed Cleaning Coop at the time was their 
biggest help in learning/establishing the retail side of the business. 
 
In 1984 John married Lisa.  She was a town girl but her people and retail skills 
learned while helping with her parents’ service station truly contributed to getting and 
maintaining a loyal customer base.  Lisa looks after most of the seed loading and 
treating.  She has also become chief combine driver and basically well, farm boss, 
holding things together at home so John can criss-cross the country attending 
meetings.  Eventually John’s parents and brother joined and Huvenaars Seed Farms 
Ltd., was formed.  Peter and Netta have since retired and John’s brother and wife run 
their own seed farm. 
 
They attended what ended up being a VERY EXPENSIVE Seed and Grain 
Technology workshop in Olds in 1989.  That year included a tour of Kaun’s Seed 
Farm.  In a decision to commit to the seed business, they went crazy designing and 
building a seed loading/treating system based on Kaun’s design.  There have been 
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many similar systems built since, testifying to the fact that efficiency and great 
customer service leads to success in the seed business. 
        
Both John and Lisa have run the gamut of local school, hall, curling, church, producer 
commissions and Co-op Seed Plant Boards.  Lisa is currently involved with Church 
activities and John as a director with SeCan and past President of the Alberta Branch 
CSGA.  The years with the Alberta Branch CSGA have been the best with the many 
people they have gotten to know and associate with.  Certainly this has entrenched 
their appreciation for all those before them and those to follow for dedicating time to 
be involved for the benefit of all members in the Canadian Seed Growers’ 
Association. 
 
Their greatest seeds of success are Mark (22) currently enrolled at the University of 
Lethbridge pursuing a degree in Business Management and Carly (19) in the 
Registered Dietician program at the University of Alberta.  Allergies to grain and 
pollen or too many years of rouging have sent them to pursue other careers but you 
never know, with today’s high market prices they may come back to farming. 
 
John’s next proudest moment is the dream his grandparents had when immigrating to 
Canada from Holland seeking better farming opportunities’ for their children.  That 
opportunity has translated to, together with John’s brother and sisters, their spouses, 
uncles, and aunts, cousins and nephew involved with production and/or retailing of 
pedigreed seed, to total some 34 people.   
 
From both of them, Thank you, for this award. 
 
In a formal presentation over the phone with Bill Witbeck calling from near 
Brownsville Texas, the Outstanding Service Award was renamed to the Bill 
Witbeck Outstanding Service Award to honor Bill for his past contributions. 
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Long Service Certificate for Successful Pedigreed Seed Production 
 

 
15 YEARS LONG SERVICE 

 

Dreger, Derek Woking 
Kozma, Casey D. Brooks 
Logan, Douglas Lomond 
Logan, Glenn Lomond 
Logan, Marie Lomond 
Mc Donald, Grant Didsbury 
Raspberry, Gerald Worsley 
Sanocki, Gary Eaglesham 
Sharko, Randall S.(Randy) Calmar 
Warawa, Rudy J. Mundare 
Webber, Curtis Stony Plain 
 
20 YEARS LONG SERVICE 

 

Alm, Raymond V. Peace River 
Archer, Charles Darrel Wetaskiwin 
Baerg, Robert J. Rosemary 
Cyre, Gregory Barrhead 
Dyck, Rodney Allan Rosemary 
Gibson, Donald Sangudo 
Gould, Charles Ervin Consort 
Kapitski, Lawrence Andrew 
Michener, Daniel R. Picture Butte 
Nickel, Bernhard D. Rosemary 
Retzlaff, Richard Rosemary 
Sprunger, Peter Rosemary 
Templeton, Doran Lethbridge 
Witdouck, Calvin Iron Springs 
 
25 YEARS LONG SERVICE 

 

Cross, Dave Westlock 
Cyre, Clifford Barrhead 
Galloway, James D. Fort Saskatchewan 
Hansen, Charles R. Duchess 
Hierath, Philip Milk River 
Kitz, Larry Two Hills 
Klempnauer, Joerg Grassy Lake 
Kopjar, Gerald M. Rowley 
Meinczinger, Matthew JR. Busby 
Olfert, Thomas A. Hays 
Petersen, Donald Tilley 
Sandau, Allan W. Scandia 
Simpkins, John Sunset House 
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Thompson, Kelly Innisfail 
Zwack, Thomas Daysland 
 
30 YEARS LONG SERVICE 

 

Cunningham, Rex B.  Mannville 
Harris, William Peter Beaverlodge 
Hegland, David Olaf Wembley 
Mastin, Robert B. Sundre 
Rasmussen, Brian Dale Standard 
Welsh, Donald Alan Milk River 
Wood, Patricia Bowden 
Wood, Robert W.  Bowden 
 
35 YEARS LONG SERVICE 

 

Dueck, Ralph Edward Olds 
Sendziak, Donald P. Edmonton 
 
40 YEARS LONG SERVICE 

 

Gunby, Gerald A. Debolt 
Schiebout, Everett H. Barons 
Stickland, Melvin G. Red Deer 
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Past Presidents 
 
1924/25 G. M. Stewart 
1926/27/28 G. M. Stewart 
1929 Nels Linden 
1930 H. G. L. Strange 
1931/32 P. J. Rock 
1933/34 P. J. Rock 
1935 A. C. B. Grenville 
1936/37 P. U. Clubine 
1938/39 W. D. Hay 
1940 - 1955 Information Not Available 
1956/57 Elwood Irwin 
1958/59/60 Ken Long 
1961/62 George Penner 
1963/64 Elden Kaun  
1965/66 Charlie Moore 
1967/68 Harold McLaughlin 
1969/70 Sulo Luoma 
1971/72 Bob Thirsk 
1973/74 Ernie Kvarnberg 
1975/76 Leonard Haney 
1977/78 Bruce Fuhr 
1979/80 Don Ostergard 
1981/82 Robin Hopkins 
1983/84 Robert Graham 
1985/86 Dalton Longson 
1987/88 Gordon Rasmussen 
1989/90 Roger Lee 
1991/92 Jerry Kubik 
1993/94 Ed Lefsrud 
1995/96 Joe Cameron 
1997/98 Gordon Bussey 
1999/2000 Henry Vos 

2001/2002 Mark Kaun 
2003/2004 Larry Kitz 
2005/2006 John Huvenaars 
 


